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Our Fall 2008 meeting highlighted the Northern Neck’s rich
history of public service. Participating were (I-r) former
Delegate Walther Fidler, former Delegate and current U. S.
Representative Robert Wittman, current Delegate Albert
Pollard, former Delegate Tayloe Murphy Jr., and former Senator
John Chichester. Attending were family members of Senators
Cyrus Harding Walker, Thomas Downing, Robert O. Nortis Jr.
& Blake T. Newton and Delegates Daniel Chichester, Tayloe
Murphy Sr., Charles Unruh, Orville Hammack, & Calvin
Sanford. Five members of the General Assembly — Senators
Norris & Newton and Delegates Chichester, Unruh, and
Murphy Jr. — have served as NNVHS Presidents.

Our adored President is recuperating at the home of her

son and his family. Write Virginia Brown, 808 S. Lakeview
Road, Tampa FL 33609. We miss her and look forward to
welcoming her back to the Northern Neck for our Spring

Meetine on Mav 6th!

UPCOMING EVENTS

May 6, 2009, 11:00 a.m. Stratford Hall

James L. Swanson is our extraordinary Guest
Speaker for the Spring Meeting and Luncheon.
Author of the New York Times best-seller
Manhunt: The 12-Day Chase for Lincoln’s Killer,
James Swanson is an attorney and writer on
history and the Constitution for various
publications including the Wall Street Journal,
Los Angeles Times, American Heritage, and
Smithsonian. Swanson serves on the national
advisory committee of the Lincoln Bicentennial
Commission. Reservation form in the next
newsletter, or online at www.NNVHS.org.

February 27, 2009, 11:00 a.m. Menokin

NNVHS Annual Commemoration of the
Leedstown Resolutions. Members, guests, and all
with interest in Northern Neck history are invited
to Menokin’s King Conservation Center. The
document was signed on this date in 1766; signer
Francis Lightfoot Lee later built Menokin.
Speakers include Menokin Foundation’s Sara
Pope and Charles Sydnor, who will tell the story
of signer Captain Moore Fauntleroy.

Executive Director &
Treasurer
Kathryn Shepherd

President
Virginia Brown

First Vice President
Steve Walker Immediate Past President
Robert Fountain

Secretary — Page Henley

County Vice Presidents
Frances Simmons — Lancaster
Betty Horner — Westmoreland
Bill Elliott — Stafford

Patricia Pugh — Richmond
Anita Churchill — King George
Mary Kier — Northumberland

Committee Chairs

Russell Brown — Publications
Bill King — Finance

Lynn McFadden — Publicity

Bill McCarty — Scholarship
Ammon Dunton — Easements
Susan Christopher — Membership
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A King George Day Trip: Eagle’s Nest, Indian
Town House, St. Paul’s Church, and Nanzatico

By Kathryn Shepherd

It was the last warm golden day of Indian summer.

We had begun the day at Eagle’s Nest situated on a rolling ridge
along the Potomac. A Virginia Historic Landmark listed in the
National Register of Historic Places, it was originally built about
1764 by William Fitzhugh of Bedford, Eng. Among the
dependencies are a smokehouse and two dovecotes. With 54,054
acres, Eagle’s Nest was the largest plantation in Colonial Virginia
at the time. Fitzhugh, the entrepreneur, sold tobacco and walnut
planks milled at his land to the lumber-scarce British. Our hosts,
Jon and Maxine Yagla, purchased the house in 1974 and moved
the historic Indian Town House from downtown King George
to their property in the 1980s. Lord Culpeper built this little
house in 1650. Tradition maintains that it was the office and
residence of Thomas, 6t Lord Fairfax, when he was deployed to
Virginia to keep an eye on the unpredictable Prince Frederick.
The original chimney is a very old Jacobean style with the
trademark stacked diamond brickwork common to period
Fairfax residences. Indian Town House was known for its
gentlemen’s meetings where the art of governance and
enlightenment were debated. We toured the remarkable
Fitzhugh-Grymes cemetery where the remains of eight
generations of patriots and ladies have rested in the shade of a
walnut grove for over 300 years. Among those interred is Richard
Lee’s daughter, Anne, who was married to William Fitzhugh and
Daniel McCarty. The grieving sentiments of her family are now
only legible in a soft rain.

Saint Paul’s Episcopal Parish was established on Choatank Creek

in 1667. Rector David Stuart saw that a church of wood-frame
design was built in 1725 at the present site. The current two-story
church was built in 1766 and is a classic of colonial church
architecture built in the form of a Greek cross. The walls are laid
in Flemish bond from bricks thought to have been made locally.
The church fell on hard times during and after the Revolutionary
War, and the effects of the Commonwealth’s Glebe Act was
devastating as the county took over the land and buildings.
Church land was sold for an academy and the church interior
extensively remodeled. The building was returned to the
congregation when the academy failed. The building was
refurbished and a wineglass pulpit installed. The church remains
little changed since 1831. Today’s active church with regular
services is located at the junction of St. Paul’s Road and Routes
206 and 218.

As the sun began to fade, we drove to Nanzatico and were
warmly welcomed by our hosts, Harrell and Mary Oakes Smith.
Patented in 1656 by Sir Henry Chicheley and named after the
hospitable tribe that greeted John Smith, Nanzatico is situated on
the north shore of the Rappahannock between the Jett and
Chingoteque Crecks. The title to Nanzatico has passed through

the hands of many notable Virginians including Carter,
Randolph, Page, Jefferson, and even a Yankee or two.

The property came into the hands of Charles Carter, the
insolvent grandson of Robert “King” Carter, in about 1767 as
the result of a complicated and lengthy dispute among the
litigious Carters. His interest in the property was limited to an
equitable interest in the improvements as Carter was never able
to pay Randolph for the land. Fee simple remained vested in
Randolph. Charles, who was nicknamed “Blaze” for his
spending excesses, could not achieve the grandeur of Nomini
Hall, the Cleve and other family baronial estates. He could,

Nanzatico Symmetry  Photo by Bill Elliott

however, attain unrivaled refinement and good taste. He built a
small jewel box villa on the shores of Nanzatico Bay that set
the standard in the colonies. Most think it was Buckland who
did the construction as the woodwork bears comparison with
his work at Gunston Hall and Elmwood. Nanzatico is
clapboard with pediment and pilasters on the river side. The
window arrangement is symmetrical and rectangular and
punctuated by a bulls-eye window over the pediment. The
interior is significant for the friezes, dentilled cornices and
squared, fluted Doric columns.

“Blaze” Cartet’s enjoyment of his miniature mansion was
ephemeral. His debts caught up with him and the
improvements were sold in 1778 most likely to Colonel
Thomas Turner of Westmoreland who completed the
transaction with Randolph for purchase of the land. The house
sutvived the 19% century in a state of shabby gentility. New
York lawyer Charles R. Davis acquired the property in 1931
and modernized and restored the house with character.

The Smiths maintain the tradition as loving curators of this
classic home on Nanzatico Bay.
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2009 Calendars Available!
Email or Call NNVHS

nnvhs@live.com (804) 493-1862
Only $15 each, benefitting the NNVHS
Building Fund!

Welcome to Our New Members

Betty N. Arnest, Kinsale

Maria and John Chomeau, Colonial Beach

Jane Tyler Coates, Montross

Patricia A. Downs Abell, MD

Jessie Ball duPont Memorial Library, Stratford Hall

Clayton U. Farnham (Life Member), Atlanta, GA

Judith C. Flowers, Dublin, MS

Mr. and Mrs. George C. Freeman Jr., Callao

Thomas and Lesley Gilmore, Herndon

Connie Middleton Hansen, Turlock, CA

Dr. and Mrs. Herman H. Hobbs, Hague

Travis Holtzclaw, Dewey, AZ

Patricia Jobe, Knoxville, TN

Charles Chip Jones (Life Member), Montross

Steve and Cynthia Madey, Hague

Col. Stewart Boone McCarty, Fairfax

Sara Delano Moore, Kent, OH

Suzanne Matson, Charlotte, NC

Susan Godman-Rager, Coles Point

Harrell and Mary Oakes Smith, King George

John and Joyce Sydnor, Turkey Hill

Nancy N. Turns, Weems

Lee Anne Washington, White Stone

Greg and Carolyn White (Life Members),
Tappahannock

New NNVHS Website!

Visit www.nnvhs.org

Information aboutthe3 T AEA QU
and other Northern Neck resources.

Also easy renewal of your membership!

NNVHS Deed of Manumission
Celebration Draws Crowd

Seventy-five people gathered on Sept. 20, 2008 at
Northumberland County Courthouse to celebrate the
courageous actions of Robert "Councillot" Carter in
liberating 500 slaves commencing in 1791. The event
was greeted with music, reminiscence, historic
documentation and food. Northern Neck residents
who are descended from these families freed by Carter
were warmly acknowledged by the audience led by
Daisy Howard-Douglas, educator and historian.
Keynote speaker Thomas Duckenfield, a double
descendant of Carter slave families, who was educated
at Princeton and Harvard, addressed the importance
of genealogical research. Music was provided by
Colonial Beach town councilman Burkett Lyburn.
Period abolitionist invocations were given by Rev.
Charles Sydnor (ret.), and the final blessing was given

by the august Pastor Henry Lee.

Reporter Frank Delano, who hosted an earlier
commemoration of the event in 1991, was on hand.
The NNVHS intends that this will be an annual
celebration in September. The Deed of Manumission
is one of the most significant and until now, largely
forgotten, acts in American history and it happened
here on the Northern Neck. It's another of those
events that distinguish the region as an Athens of
America and contributes to its unique cultural
heritage. Executive Director, Kat Shepherd said, "The
Deed of Manumission celebration is a perfect
occasion around which to schedule family reunions."
Shepherd urges members of the community to get
involved in the planning of this celebration of liberty.
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The Northern Neck of
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ADDRESS CORRECTION
REQUESTED

Building Fund for New Library &
Headquarters Surpasses $210,000

Northern Neck Native Al Smith presented a $5,000
Dominion Foundation gift at the Fall Meeting

L. Ray Ashworth

Larry C. Brown

Catherine R. Chilton Trust

Catherine R. Chilton Endowment
of River Counties Foundation

David and Bonnie Cooke

R. L. Dominick

Bill and Donna Elliott

Harold Gouldman Jr.

Betty R. Horner

Beatrice M. Hutt

Paul K. Hughes

Bill and Helen King

John O. Marsh Jr.

Stewart Boone McCarty

Lynn McFadden & Nick Milos

Isobel (Middy) Mottis

Chatles and Barbara Moseley

Ed and Ima Jean Oklesson

Northern Neck Chevrolet-Pontiac

Lucy Rogers

Ron and Joan Schiller

Anne Stuart

Kirk and Louise Swann

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Tallent

Benjamin Ogle Tayloe

Anne Moncure Wall

Steve and Mandy Walker

Thad and Stephanie Walker

Rob and Kathryn Wittman

BuILD RATE
US POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT NoO. 21

MONTROSS, VA

Memorial Gifts and Donors

Willis Lee Betts
Virginia Brown
Steve Walker
Bill and Jan McCarty
Bill and Helen King
Margaret and Sherrye Schenck
Warsaw Baptist Church
Jack and Janet Foley
Virginia Pickering
Barbara Reinhart
Jean Remler
Patricia Given
Tom and Kay Rhodes
David and Vanelia Gallagher
David and George Cobert
Henrico County School Librarians

Handbell Choir, Tappahannock U. Methodist

Patti Fike
Hilda and Herbert Bronner
Judith Ann Marcum

Beta Lambda Chapter of Alpha Delta Kappa

Meredith Sigler
Mrt. and Mrs. Donald Vantine
Riverland Insurers

Mott Sanford and Rita Chinn
John and Mary Louise Clark

Ruth Crutchfield Bray & Sara Ellen McGowin

Ernie and Mary Keeling
Judge George Mason II1
Edward J. White
Steve Walker
Bill and Helen King
Virginia Brown
The Sutton Family
The Scala Family
Louise Packett Elliott
John Elliott
Marjorie Bagwell
Steve Walker
Family of Anne Eliza and
Withers Waller
Mary Cary Kendall

John Coates
Rosa Walker Lewis

E. Preston Titus, Vernon Wilkins, Clara
Sanford Marmaduke, & Carlyn Southard

Mary Keeling
William Harding Blackwell Jr.
Mr. and Mss. J. F. Chase Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Sutton
Joan and Robert Waring ITI
Shelby and Allen Earhart
Cara Leasburg
Aidan Harding Leasburg-Blackwell
James W. Enochs Jr.
Jim and Ruth Earwood
Danny and Nancy Kiser
Dale Revell
Kimberly Lawrence
Jan Walters
Catherine Nott
Rebecca Nott
Paula Clem
Brian Ainley
Clara Christopher
T. Parker Host Jr.
Susan and Robert Christopher
Margaret P. Welch
Robert and Virginia McCloskey
Virginia Military Institute
Class of 1950 B
Elizabeth Davis McKee
Steve Walker
Mary Rita Miller Ph.D.
Richard and Mary Ann Luttrell
Scott and Debra Duncan
Smith Family of Oldhams
William Francis Smith
James Garland
Rosa Walker Lewis
Ernie and Mary Keeling

Heartfelt Thanks for

Your Continuing
Generosity!
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