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Letter from the New President John Paul Hanbury Award 

By Charles R. Sydnor, Jr. 

NNVHS  is pleased to announce the creation 
of the John Paul Hanbury  Award,  to be 
presented periodically  for  outstanding  
restoration, rehabilitation,  or renovation  of a 
property  of architectural  interest in the six 
counties of the Northern  Neck. 

The Society made the announcement at its 
Fall Luncheon on October 12, at the Indian  
Creek Yacht & Country  Club. The award 
will  recognize and affirm  restoration and 
preservation practices which  appropriately  
enhance the value and integrity  of property  
of significant  architectural  interest. We 
thereby hope to stimulate  and encourage 
further  restoration and rehabilitation  of 
other properties to preserve the value of our 
great heritage. 

The ÈÞÈÙËɀÚ namesake, the late John Paul 
Hanbury,  was founding  principal  of the 
internationally -recognized firm  Hanbury  
Evans Wright  Vlattas and Co. His imprint  on 
5ÐÙÎÐÕÐÈɀÚ treasured patrimony  is enormous.  

Under  2ÛÌÝÌɀÚ guidance we acquired and renovated our new office in Montross, 
moved our library  from  the Westmoreland County  Museum to the new office and 
began unique celebrations of the Leedstown Resolution and meaningful  
celebrations of Robert Carter (((ɀÚ manumission  of his slaves.  He has represented 
the Society in many outdoor  fairs and similar  events and otherwise made the 
Society a visible  and active organization  in the Northern  Neck.  He has truly  been 
like  the energizer bunny  in promoting  the 2ÖÊÐÌÛàɀÚ interests. 

Going forward,  we will  continue our current  programs to commemorate the 
Leedstown Resolution, the Carter Manumission,  and Richard Henry  Lee and 
Francis Lightfoot  Lee at Burnt  House Field.  Our  two  annual meetings at Stratford 
Hall  in the spring  and at Indian  Creek Yacht and Country  Club in the fall  will  be 
held as usual.   

We will  initiate  several new programs next year.  The first  John Paul Hanbury  
Preservation Award  will  be awarded, and we will  begin to assist groups wishing  to 
have a Northern  Neck historical  marker to commemorate local subjects not eligible 
for  a State historical  marker.   

There is a continuing  concern that there is a decreased emphasis on history  in our 
public  schools.  To promote interest in history,  we plan to develop a program  for  
school children  in the six Northern  Neck school systems that will  offer an incentive 
to learn and to write  about some aspect of our Northern  Neck history .  You will  
hear more about this effort  later. 

So join us as we begin what  should  be a fun  and productive  new year for  your  
Society. 

                                                                     R. Page Henley, Jr. 

Preserving and 
disseminating the history 

and traditions of that 
region known as the 

Northern Neck of Virginia  

As I begin my term as your  President, I 
would  like  to take this opportunity  to 
express my appreciation for  the unrivaled  
leadership Steve Walker  gave to our  
Society as Vice President filling  in for  
Virginia  Brown  after her illness and as 
President in his own  right .  I feel as 
Thomas Jefferson did  when he was 
introduced  to the French Court,  replacing 
Benjamin Franklin  as Ambassador to 
France.  Jefferson replied  no one could 
replace Dr. Franklin,  he was merely 
following  him . 

Mrs. Elaine Hanbury with board member Charles 
Sydnor, announcing the award honoring her late 
husband John Paul Hanbury. Photo by Bill Elliott. 

Continued on page 2  
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New Member Introduction: Jesse Hall 

Growing  up in Northern  Virginia,  I spent a great deal of time 
visiting  my grandparents in the Northern  Neck. At  the time, it  
was hard to understand how lucky  I was to grow  up in this 
area. Though my residence, life  and goals have changed over 
the years, my fascination with  this area, its history  and the 
rivers that surround  it  have stayed constant. I realize there is no 
place like  the Northern  Neck.  

(ÛɀÚ hard to know  exactly how a place shapes you as a person, 
but I like  to think  ÐÛɀÚ the memory  of catching perch with  my 
ÎÙÈÕË×ÈÙÌÕÛɀÚ lab as a boy, watching  the sailboats beyond shark 
tooth island, feeling the winter  storms blow  in, pulling  in the 
first  rockfish  of the year, smelling  ÎÙÈÕËÔÈɀÚ herb garden in the 
wind,  listening  to the leaves of a 150-year-old  oak, looking  for  
fossils in the cliffs,  and watching  the sunrise over Currioman  
Bay. (ÛɀÚ knowing  that some of the greatest leaders, generals and 
politicians  of this ÊÖÜÕÛÙàɀÚ past were shaped by the same 
experiences, and wanting  to preserve that place so that others 
have the same opportunity . 

(ɀÝÌ been a regular for  25 years now, from  diapers to adulthood,  
and ÐÛɀÚ a privilege  to have spent so much time in the area. The 
saying goes, ɁÞÐÛÏ great privilege  comes great ÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÐÉÐÓÐÛàȮɂ 
and I would  like  to share in the responsibility  of preserving the 
history  of the Northern  Neck. As a new member, I would  like  to 
thank all  of the leaders and volunteers of the NNVHS,  both local 
and afar, who spend so much time and effort  to save such an 
important  part  of our history,  an area that literally  founded  this 
nation and shaped the lives of so many generations. My  wife  
Jenna and I are grateful  for  the opportunity  to be a part  of this 
society. 

Peggy Evans Garland (left) with Manumission Deed facsimile; Daisy Howard 
Douglas (right) speaking on the religious and moral influences on Carter 

Hanbury  was  recognized  for  his  contributions   to the profession by elevation to 
Fellowship  by the American  Institute  of Architects in 1992 and by the Virginia  
Society AIA  with  the William  Noland  Medal  in 1997. His portfolio  includes eight 
National  Historic  Landmarks and dozens of structures on the National  Register of 
Historic  Places. His most celebrated work  was undoubtedly  the award-winning  
restoration of the 1813 Virginia  Executive Mansion, which  is the oldest 
continuously -used Governor's Mansion in the United  States. On behalf of the 
NNVHS  we want  to express our deep gratitude  to his wife,  Elaine, for  graciously  
consenting to have our award  named for  John Paul, whose dedication  and passion 
for  restoration were so well  known  and admired . In some small way, I trust  The 
Hanbury  Award  will  further  the preservation of our heritage to which  he was so 
committed . 

Any  property  of the Northern  Neck with  restoration completed in the past five 
years may be nominated  using the form  provided  by the NNVHS . Nominations  are 
to be submitted  by February 5, 2012. The Awards  Committee shall make their  
choice after consultation  with  a preservation architect. The site chosen will  be 
announced in a widely  distributed  press release, especially submitted  to area 
newspapers and to our Northern  Neck Museums and Historical  Societies. The 
presentation of a bronze plaque bearing the logo of the NNVHS  and inscribed The 
Hanbury  Award  will  be made a special ceremony at the property  selected with  the 
public  invited . 

I want  to thank Jane and Page Henley and Steve Walker for  being part  of the 
Award  Committee in the creation of this award and for their  continued  service in 
the implementation  of this award . 

The Society held its annual commemoration  of The Deed of 
Manumission  of Robert Carter III,  on October 8. On September 5, 
1791, Carter filed  his revolutionary  document, freeing hundreds of 
slaves, in the Northumberland  County  Court,  thus becoming Ɂ3ÏÌ 
First Emancipator.ɂ He also was among the early organizers of 
Morattico  Baptist Church, where our ceremony was held. 
Educator/author  Daisy Howard  Douglas spoke eloquently  of 
Carter's unusual  accomplishment. Also speaking were Rev. Craig 
Smith, and Peggy Evans Garland, former  Westmoreland 
Commonwealth's  Attorney  and author  of a forthcoming  book on 
Robert Carter.  

God bless, Jesse  Hall  

Deed of Manumission Praised 

(Continued from page 1)  

Upcoming  
NNVHS  Events 
Å Leedstown Declaration 1766 

Commemoration, March 3, 
2012, 11:30am at Stratford 
Hall. Lunch in the Dining 
Room followed by Living 
History interpretation: 
Patrick Henry delivers his 
famous speech denouncing 
the Stamp Act!  

Å Genealogy Seminar with 
Carolyn Jett, coming in 
April 2012. Last year's 
seminar led by the 
entertaining Ms. Jett was 
well received. Details to be 
announced soon. 

Hanbury Award  



Period Authenticity for 2011ôs NNVHS Independence Day Event 
At our 2011 Independence celebration, Steve Walker joined many historical interpreters 

celebrating on July 2nd at Burnt House Field ɬ including  portrayals of the mature 
Richard Henry Lee and the young RHL, alongside his brother Francis Lightfoot Lee. 
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Patriots arrived in carriages old and new!  




