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President’s Letter 

“Desperate Villaines” - A Gem from the Library  
Moving books (as the Society has been doing – see President’s Letter to the left) is like 
seeing an old friend. Periodically the Newsletter will  excerpt from a book in our wonderful 
NNVS Library collection. Here’s a quick look at one old friend: 
 
On our shelves you will  find  Speaking of the Northern Neck by the late C. Jackson 
Simmons, who served as NNVHS  president 1992-95.  Always  in demand as a 
commemorative speaker, he filled  his book with  fabulous presentations, including  
an address to the 1980 annual meeting of Mary  Ball Washington Museum and 
Library .  Here is a glimpse at )ÈÊÒɀÚ intellect  and humor : 

Natives of this favored peninsula have inherited from their English forebears an 
affinity for greatness, and I know may well be not amused by the abhorrent 
suggestion that in the Colonial population were found a great number of base or 
criminal antecedents.  Ask any Englishman of his origins, and he will  promptly tell 
you he is from London; ask an American where his family originated – and unless he 
is from South Carolina or Massachusetts – he is apt to say Virginia; when you ask a 
Virginian, he usually claims that his forebears are from the Northern Neck; and 
finally, when you reach the Northern Neck, everyone appears to have been descended 
from Robert Carter, Lee, or Washington. 

This “affinity for greatness”….is hardly a reassuring background on which to sketch 
the picture of convicted felons transported from English prisons to the Northern Neck 
in the 1600s and 1700s. I hope that my temerity in raising this spectre will  not be 
thought a kind of villainy  in itself!  This fear on my part is that you may think it  quite 
odious of me to suggest that we are descended, at least in part, from these English or 
Irish villains… 

To learn more about this interesting  subject, drop  by our library  and read Chapter 
II  of )ÈÊÒɀÚ book.  8ÖÜɀÓÓ probably  end up reading all  fourteen chapters. 

In early March, Page Henley, Craig Kilby , 
Jan & Bill  McCarty  and I met with  the 
leadership of the Westmoreland County  
Museum.  It  was agreed that we would  
move the books owned by NNVHS  to our  
new Montross headquarters, and WCM  
would  retain their  books.  We thank 6",ɀÚ 
Susan Ripol , Gwen Odell,  Virginia  Clapp, 
Walt  Heyer, and Darlene Tallent for  their  
splendid  help in accomplishing this task. 

Our  NNVHS  books have now been moved 
and shelved in our custom-built  bookcases! 

Categories include  Family  History,  Northern  
Neck Counties, Virginia  History,  U. S. 
History,  Military  History,  Cemeteries, and 
others. We also have bound volumes of the 
proceedings of 5ÐÙÎÐÕÐÈɀÚ Colonial  
government  along with  sets of newsletters 
and journals such as William  and Mary  
Quarterly,  Northumberland  Co. Historical  
Society, and Virginia  Historical  2ÖÊÐÌÛàɀÚ 
Magazine of History  and Biography . 

All  issues of the NNVHS  annual Magazine 
have also been moved. Complete sets or 
single issues are available for  purchase. In 
fact, we have recently sold two  setsȱ.one to 
a gentleman from  Colorado! 

New technology will  complement the hard-
copy library .  Our  ÏÖÔÌɀÚ living  room is 
comfortable for  readers, and our tables 
provide  work  space for  researchers. 

The Research Library  will  be in operation by 
mid -May.  Open from  10 a.m. ɬ 3 p.m. 
Wednesday to Saturday. We need and 
welcome volunteers to staff the library  and 
assist our visitors .  Training  is provided . We 
look forward  to seeing you. 

                                   Steve Walker 

The Sons of the 
American Revolution 
recently took part in a 
special ceremony for 
the Kelley Family at 
Christ Church.  
See our story on page 2. 

Photos by Craig Kilby 
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Foundersô Profiles: A Periodic Look Back at NNVHS Founding Members 

Elizabeth  Combs Peirce, always known  as Bessie, was a founding  
member of the Society.  She and her husband, Dr . Chichester T. 
Peirce, a beloved family  doctor, lived  at their  home, Ɂ3ÏÌ .ÈÒÚɂ 
near Nuttsville  in Lancaster County .  Bessie came to the Northern  
Neck when her father, The Rev. Laurence Rousseau Combs, 
became Rector of Christ  Church Parish in Lancaster and  
Northumberland  Counties in 1902. 

A few years after he took up his duties as Rector of six churches, 
Mr . Combs, assisted by Bessie, began the effort  to restore and 
preserve historic  Christ  Church which  had fallen into  disrepair .  
This began her lifelong  work  in historic  preservation and 
genealogical research.  One of her early projects along with  her 
father was the preservation of the old  records of Lancaster County,  
which  were being neglected by the County .  This work  led 
ultimately  to her appointment  as Special Commissioner to the 
Circuit  Court  of Lancaster County  for  Old  Records, a title  of which  
she was particularly  proud . 

In 1933 the 6ÖÔÌÕɀÚ Club of Lancaster County  was formed  and 
she became chairman of the Historical  Department, holding  that 
position  until  shortly  before her death in 1971.  Under  her 
leadership the ladies of the Club prevented the destruction  of the 
1745 Clerks Office and the old jail  in Lancaster Courthouse, as well  
as the termination  of the Merry  Point Ferry over the Western 
Branch of the Corotoman River when VDOT tried  to close it  before 
World  War II .  She helped found  the Cobbs Hall  Chapter of the 
DAR and became its first  Regent. 

A plethora of Virginia  lineage societies gathered for  a special ceremony on March 27th at 
Historic  Christ  Church to honor the Kelley family . James Kelley, Sr. was a signer of the 
Lancaster County  Oath of Allegiance in 1777. His six sons all  served in the War of 1812. 

Also honored were Jamestown Founders John Carter and David  Miles. Dr . Charles Taylor  
of Orange County,  who is buried  in the Kelley plot,  was recognized as well . He had 
moved to Lancaster County  to open a medical school, but died suddenly  while  a guest of 
the Kelley family . He served as personal physician of James Madison  prior  to his move. 

A special plaque was laid  outside the gate to the church cemetery, and inscribed by the 
Virginia  Societies of the Sons of the American Revolution,  Order of the Founders and 
Patriots of America, Daughters of the Founders and Patriots of American, and the War of 
1812 Society in Virginia . Representatives of these and several other groups came from  
many corners of the Commonwealth  to participate : Culpeper County,  Madison  County,  
Halifax  County,  Charlotte County,  Richmond, Washington, DC, Arlington  and Prince 
William  County . Other groups who presented wreaths were the National  Society of the 
Sons and Daughters of Pilgrims,  the James Monroe Foundation  and the James Madison 
Foundation . 

The ceremony was planned and organized by local White  Stone resident Mike  Lyman  (Lt . 

Kelley Family Graves Honored at Historic Christ Church 

From a 1938 issue of the William and Mary Quarterly, one of the many 
historical articles researched and written by Elizabeth Combs Peirce. 

Bessie Peirce was a founder  of the Mary  Ball Washington Museum and Library  in Lancaster and became its first  President.  Much of 
her genealogical material  is on file  there.  In 1950 Bessie, Senator Robert O. Norris,  Lucy Brown  Beale and a number of others 
interested in preserving the history  of the six counties of the Northern  Neck formed  the Northern  Neck of Virginia  Historical  Society.  
She became its First Vice President and Chairman of the Publications Committee where her insistence on accuracy and use of 
primary  source material  set the high  standards for  which  the magazine is known  today. 

Bessie Peirce died on September 22, 1971 and is buried  in the old  churchyard  of St. ,ÈÙàɀÚ Whitechapel Episcopal Church in 
Lancaster County .   This story submitted by NNVHS First Vice President Page Henley, grandson of Elizabeth Combs Peirce. 

 

Col., ret.) who is active in many of these groups. NNVHS  Secretary Craig Kilby  gave remarks regarding  the Kelley family,  in 
particular  their  role in the American  Colonization  Society and the freeing of 44 slaves whom  they outfitted  and equipped to remove 
to Liberia  in 1856. Kilby  authored an article on this topic which  was published  in the 2008 issue of The Bulletin of the Northumberland 
County Historical Society. Most importantly,  members of the Kelley family  were present to unveil  the grave stone markers. Virginia  
Kelley, her two  sons and two  daughters were all  present. 

Excellent spring  weather made this a very special day for  a very special family . This story submitted by NNVHS Secretary Craig Kilby. 
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Society Members Invited to a Birthday Party 
The James Monroe Memorial  Foundation  requests the pleasure of your  company at the late 
/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɀÚ 252nd birthday  celebration at The James Monroe Birthplace in Colonial  Beach, at 
10:30 a.m. on Saturday, April  24, 2010. There is a free reception following  the ceremonies. 

If  you have never visited  the newly  renovated Monroe Birthplace site, it  is beautifully  
situated just off  Monroe Bay. A historical  tidbit : Monroe Bay is actually  named for )ÈÔÌÚɀÚ 
father, Andrew  Monroe the immigrant . 

The public  is also invited  to a Presidential Wreathlaying  Ceremony to commemorate 
,ÖÕÙÖÌɀÚ birthday  at 1ÐÊÏÔÖÕËɀÚ Hollywood  Cemetery, where the late President and his 
First Lady are buried . Hollywood  Cemetery is a fascinating 19th-Century  Gothic garden 
funeral  park, also the permanent home of Jefferson Davis and numerous Southern patriots  
and notables ɬ some infamous, some forgotten . 

 
Rappahannock  Tribe  Chief  to Address Spring  Luncheon  
At  the NNVHS  Spring Luncheon, our  very special guest speaker is Chief of the 
Rappahannock Indian  Tribe Anne Richardson. Stratford  Hall,  May 10, 2010. 
Members Meeting begins at 10:30am. Cost of luncheon is $22.00, please use 
reservation form  on page 4 of this newsletter. Hope to see you there! 
 

Ɂ"ÖÔÐÕÎ Home ɬ Family  in  the Northern  -ÌÊÒɂ (a new NNVHS  project)  
Do you have old  snapshots and Super-8mm movies of picnics, family  reunions, 
holidays,  and special scenes around the Northern  Neck? They could now be part  of 
a new exhibition  for  the Thanksgiving/Christmas  holiday  season at our  new 
headquarters in Montross. To get involved,  contact the Society at (804) 493-1862, or 
email NNVHS@live.com. 
 

Only  a few  more months  for  NNVHS  Commemorative  Brick  Offering  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Through  the end of 2010, you can still  purchase a 
commemorative  brick  to be located in the Legacy Walkway  at 
our  new headquarters. The bricks are $150 per brick  and you 
will  receive a certificate suitable for  framing . Bricks can be 
purchased in honor/memory  of a loved one or ancestor ɬ a 
perfect gift  for  that history  buff  with  a special connection to the 
Northern  Neck. Send the name of your  honoree to NNVHS,  
P.O. Box 716, Montross, VA  22520, with  your  check in the 
amount of $150 payable to NNVHS . 

See photos of NNVHS recent events on our website: www.NNVHS.org 

Be part of the story: You can now follow NNVHS on Facebook and Twitter!  

NNVHS thanks all members and volunteers  

for your time, ideas, and support – keep it coming! 
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MEMBERSHIP  RENEWAL  (If  you have already renewed, thank  you very  much!)  
 
Your  Name______________________Telephone____________E-Mail ___________________ 
Mailing  Address: _______________________________________________________________ 
      Single membership: $35 ______          Supporting  membership: $75 ______ 
         Joint membership: $50 ______                      Life  membership: $500 ______ 
Membership  renewal form  also available online, at www .nnvhs.org. 
 

RESERVATION  FORM  FOR SPECIAL PROGRAMS  
 
Spring  Membership  Luncheon  at Stratford  Hall,  on May  10, 10:30 a.m. ɬ 1:30 p.m. 
Enclosed is check payable to NNVHS  for  $_____ for  Southern Buffet Lunch, $22.00 per person. 
Name(s) of Guest(s) ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Commemorative  Brick  for  NNVHS  Legacy Walk  (see article  on page 3) 
Enclosed is check payable to NNVHS  for  $_______ for  ____brick(s) @ $150 each 
Honoree Name(s) to be inscribed:__________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
NNVHS  Historic  Preservation Tax-Credits  Seminar : Now  Available  on DVD  
Mailing  Address _________________________________________________________________ 
Enclosed is check payable to NNVHS  for  $_______ for  ____DVD(s) @ $25.00 each 
 

Clip and return by mail to NNVHS, P. O. Box 716, Montross, VA 22520 
 

Be Part of the Story – Renew Your Membership! 

The Northern Neck of 
Virginia 
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