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President’s Letter

In early March, Page Henley, Craig Kilby,
Jan & Bill McCarty and | met with the
leadership of the Westmoreland County
Museum. It was agreed that we would
move the books owned by NNVHS to our
new Montross headquarters, and WCM
would retain their books. We thank 6 " , 7
Susan Ripol, Gwen Odell, Virginia Clapp,
Walt Heyer, and Darlene Tallent for their
splendid help in accomplishing this task.

Our NNVHS books have now been moved
and shelved in our custom-built bookcases!

Categoriesinclude Family History, Northern
Neck Counties, Virginia History, U. S
History, Military History, Cemeteries, and
others. We also have bound volumes of the
proceedings of 5DUT b O Daapil
government along with sets of newsletters
and journals such as William and Mary
Quarterly, Northumberland Co. Historical
Society, and Virginia Historical 2 OE DI
Magazine of History and Biography .

All issues of the NNVHS annual Magazine
have also been moved. Complete sets or
single issues are available for purchase. In
fact, we have recently sold two setsd .one to
agentleman from Colorado!

New technology will complement the hard-
copy library. Our T OOI lwikg room is
comfortable for readers, and our tables
provide work spacefor researchers

The ResearchLibrary will bein operation by
mid-May. Open from 10 am. ¢+ 3 p.m.
Wednesday to Saturday. We need and
welcome volunteers to staff the library and
assistour visitors. Training is provided . We
look forward to seeingyou.

StevaNalker

The Sons of the

1Y American Revolution

recently took part in a
special ceremony for

'Y the Kelley Family at

| Christ Church. 3
¥ See our story on page =

'Poto y Craig(ilby

“Desperate Villaines” - A Gem from the Library

Moving books(as the Societyhasbeendoing— seeP r e s i ldetdentod thedeft) is like
seeingan old friend. Periodicallythe Newsletterwill excerptfrom abookin our wonderful
NNVS Library collectionH e r @&quisklookat oneold friend:

On our shelvesyou will find Speakingof the Northern Neckby the late C. Jackson
Simmons, who served as NNVHS president 199295, Always in demand as a
commemorative speaker, hefilled his book with fabulous presentations, including

an address to the 1980 annual meeting of Mary Ball Washington Museum and
Library . Here is aglimpse at) E Eifellétt and humor:

U a z Nhtives of this favored peninsula have inherited from their English forebearsan
affinity for greatness,and | know may well be not amusedby the abhorrent
suggestionthat in the Colonial population were found a great number of baseor
criminal antecedents Ask any Englishmanof his origins, and hewill promptly tell
you heis from London askan Americanwherehis family originated— and unlesshe
is from South Carolinaor Massachusetts- heis apt to say Virginia; whenyou aska
Virginian, he usually claims that his forebearsare from the Northern Neck and
finally, whenyou reachthe Northern Neck,everyoneappeardo havebeendescended
from RobertCarter,Lee,or Washington

This* a f f forg ir & w t..niehardly a reassuringbackgroundon which to sketch
the picture of convictedfelonstransportedfrom English prisonsto the Northern Neck
in the 1600s and 170Gs. | hopethat my temerity in raising this spectrewill not be
thoughtakind ofvillainy in itself! Thisfearonmy partis that you maythink it quite
odiousof meto suggesthat we aredescendedt leastin part, from theseEnglish or
Irish villains...

To learn more about this interesting subject, drop by our library and read Chapter
Il of ) E ElfdgklU8 O U prébébly end up reading all fourteen chapters.
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Founder s 0APekbdic bodk Back aNVHS Founding Members

Elizabeth Combs Peirce, always known as Bessie,was a founding

member of the Society. She and her husband, Dr. Chichester T.

Peirce, a beloved family doctor, lived at their home, ? 3 1.1E O U 1

near Nuttsville in Lancaster County. Bessiecame to the Northern Contents VOLUME 2.18-NUMBER 3 July 1938
Neck when her father, The Rev. Laurence Rousseau Combs,

became Rector of Christ Church Parish in Lancaster and

Northumberland Counties in 1902 Table of Confent

) . . able of Contents

A few years after he took up his duties as Rector of six churches,

Mr. Combs, assisted by Bessie, began the effort to restore and o
preserve historic Christ Church which had fallen into disrepair. %@E
This began her |ife|0ng work in historic preser\/ation and anh:e'Sﬂ%\ggmg hn‘kfsW\Hd%;ectyoumtthegogwp\etledbtac‘::ngw ozwfsues afthte Vl/rgranﬁm‘iMary‘
genealogical research  One of her early projects along with her Fyouar afiated vih £ ariCoeing 1S1in A hve 40255 0 YL CAMTUSnetwor, you iy e
father was the preservation of the old records of Lancaster County, ?acbc‘z:zlfocgjy\w\{;?hc;gtemm JSTOR Individual users and non-affiliated institutions can still view complete
which were being neglected by the County. This work led
ultimately to her appointment as Special Commissioner to the Front ater
Circuit Court of LancasterC()unty for Old Records,a title of which The Colonial Churches of Lynnhaven Parish, Princess Anne County. Virginia

h icularl d By George Carrington Mason 269
shewas partlcu arly proud. The Roanes of King and Queen and King William Counties
In 1933the 6 O O1 OGub of Lancaster County was formed and D o
she became chairman of the Historical Department, holding that By C.G. Chamberlayne 201

o . . Dy N g
pOSItIOﬂ until ShOI’ﬂy before her death in 1971 Under her g?;eEthrzwgggm CLE;ELESQSZBM Half Sister of Mary Ball and Wife of Rawleigh Chinn, Gent St
leadership the ladies of the Club prevented the destruction of the S\emﬂusfﬁmme Recosrds of (0id) Rappahannock County and Essex County. Virginia o
- T y William Montgomery Sweeny

1745Clerks .OffI(.'Je and the old ]all In LgncasterCourthouse, aswell The Peninsula Campaign--Lefters to the Surgeon General of Massachusetts
as the termination of the Merry Point Ferry over the Western RvE W Cres 4

Branch of the Corotoman River when VDOT tried to closeit before
World War II. She helped found the Cobbs Hall Chapter of the
DAR and becameits first Regent

From a 1938 issue of the William and Mary Quarterly, one of the many
historical articles researched and written by Elizabeth Combs Peirce.

BessiePeirce was a founder of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library in Lancasterand becameits first President. Much of
her genealogical material is on file there. In 1950 Bessie, Senator Robert O. Norris, Lucy Brown Beale and a number of others
interested in preserving the history of the six counties of the Northern Neck formed the Northern Neck of Virginia Historical Society.
She became its First Vice President and Chairman of the Publications Committee where her insistence on accuracy and use of
primary source material setthe high standards for which the magazine is known today.

Bessie Peirce died on September 22, 1971 and is buried in the old churchyard of St , E U aWhliechapel Episcopal Church in
LancasterCounty. Thisstorysubmittedby NNVHS First VicePresidentPageHenley,grandsorof ElizabethCombsPeirce

Kelley Family Graves Honored at Historic Christ Church

VIRGINIA FOUNDERS, KEVOLUTIONARY WAR A plethora of Virginia lineage societies gathered for a special ceremony on March 27" at

PATRIOTS AND WAR OF 1812 VETERANS Historic Christ Church to honor the Kelley family . JamesKelley, Sr. was a signer of the
MEMORIALIZER SN SHISE A ANP CAMETERY Lancaster County Oath of Allegiance in 1777, His six sonsall served in the War of 1812
FOUNDERS RESIDING IN AMERICA DURING THE FIRST ) )
50 YEARS AFTER THE FOUNDING OF JAMESTOWN Also honored were Jamestown Founders John Carter and David Miles. Dr. Charles Taylor
JOHN CARTER of Orange County, who is buried in the Kelley plot, was recognized as well. He had

DAVID MILES
REVOLUTIONARY WAR PATRIOTS

JAMES KELLEY
CHARLES TAYLOR

moved to Lancaster County to open a medical school, but died suddenly while a guest of
the Kelley family . He served aspersonal physician of JamesMadison prior to his move.

A special plaque was laid outside the gate to the church cemetery, and inscribed by the
: Virginia Societies of the Sons of the American Revolution, Order of the Founders and
AT A R Patriots of America, Daughters of the Founders and Patriots of American, and the War of
DAVID KELLEY WILLIAM KELLEY 1812 Society in Virginia . Representatives of these and several other groups came from
ted by the Virginla Socllryo!‘ﬂlll‘vlg;”/ many corners of the Commonwealth to participate : Culpeper County, Madison County,

& Patriots of America, the Virginia Chapter, P : : : :
frovs I e Halifax County, Charlotte County, Richmond, Washington, DC, Arlington and Prince
Ay A William  County . Other groups who presented wreaths were the National Society of the
« Saclety of the War of 1812 In Virginia: Sons and Daughters of Pilgrims, the JamesMonroe Foundation and the JamesMadison

MARCH 27, 2010 Foundation .

WAR OF 1812 SOLDIERS

The ceremony was planned and organized by local White Stoneresident Mike Lyman (Lt.
Col., ret.) who is active in many of these groups. NNVHS Secretary Craig Kilby gave remarks regarding the Kelley family, in
particular their role in the American Colonization Society and the freeing of 44 slaveswhom they outfitted and equipped to remove
to Liberia in 1856 Kilby authored an article on this topic which was published in the 2008issue of TheBulletin of the Northumberland
County Historical Society Most importantly, members of the Kelley family were present to unveil the grave stone markers. Virginia
Kelley, her two sonsand two daughters were all present.

Excellent spring weather made this a very special day for a very special family . This story submittedby NNVHS SecretaryCraigKilby.
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T /;w.//mjz.m/fm Thg JamesMonroe Memorial Foundation requeststhe pleasure of your company at the late
ol s / Ul Ub BR326kirthday celebration at The JamesMonroe Birthplace in Colonial Beach,at
af—-mxmy;c 10:30a.m. on Saturday, April 24,2010 There is a free reception following the ceremonies
1,41-./'2«1-6,
Fth Pocsidint: Jfimmas Mmoo If you have never visited the newly renovated Monroe Birthplace site, it is beautifully
.l situated just off Monroe Bay. A historical tidbit : Monroe Bay is actually named for ) EOI1 Uz U
T father, Andrew Monroe the immi
460, Fomas Moo Ky, Colorind Bk ) grant .
A v ﬁaw Thg pu‘bl!_c‘ is e}lso |nV|tedA to Aa_‘P[e§|der1tlal Wreathlaying Ceremony to commemorate
s it ot , OOU Quiirthddy at 1 ® E| O OHblywddd Cemetery, where the late President and his
o G First Lady are buried. Hollywood Cemetery is a fascinating 19"-Century Gothic garden
fot 2 funeral park, also the permanent home of Jefferson Davis and numerous Southern patriots
e and notablest some infamous, some forgotten
7100 o Whasda, Gined 258K 2070 1 g .

See photos of NNVHS recent events on our website: www.NNVHS.org

ﬁe Jaart o]D the Jtm:}/: %u can now ﬁyffow WW@ on ?aceﬁookd and y u/‘z'tter./

Rappahannock Tribe Chief to Address Spring Luncheon

At the NNVHS Spring Luncheon, our very special guest speaker is Chief of the
Rappahannock Indian Tribe Anne Richardson. Stratford Hall, May 10, 201Q
Members Meeting begins at 10:30am. Cost of luncheon is $22.00, please use
reservation form on page 4 of this newsletter. Hope to seeyou there!

? " OO fHOrhe ¢ Family in the Northern - 1 E Gamew NNVHS project)
Do you have old snapshots and Super-8mm movies of picnics, family reunions,
holidays, and special scenesaround the Northern Neck? They could now be part of
a new exhibition for the Thanksgiving/Christmas holiday season at our new
headquarters in Montross. To get involved, contact the Society at (804) 493-1862 or
email NNVHS@live.com.

Only afew more months for NNVHS Commemorative Brick Offering
Through the end of 201Q you can still purchase a
commemorative brick to be located in the Legacy Walkway at

our new headquarters. The bricks are $150 per brick and you

will receive a certificate suitable for framing. Bricks can be "\
purchased in honor/memory of a loved one or ancestor ¢ a |f%5

perfect gift for that history buff with a special connection to the

Northern Neck. Send the name of your honoree to NNVHS,

P.O. Box 716, Montross, VA 2252Q with your check in the

amount of $150payable to NNVHS .

NNVHS thanks all members and volunteers
for your time, ideas, and support — keep it coming!
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-------------------- =k~ Clipand Mail = = = = = = o — ————— -
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL (If you have already renewed, thank you very much!)

Your Name Telephone -Méil
Mailing Address:
Single membership: $35 Supporting membership: $75
Joint membership: $50 Life membership: $500

Membership renewal form also available online, at www .nnvhs.org.

RESERVATION FORM FOR SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Spring Membership Luncheon at Stratford Hall, on May 10, 10:30a.m.t 1:30p.m.
Enclosedis checkpayable to NNVHS for $ for Southern Buffet Lunch, $22.00 per person.
Name(s) of Guest(s)

Commemorative Brick for NNVHS Legacy Walk (seeatrticle on page 3)
Enclosedis checkpayable to NNVHS for $ for brick(s) @$150each
Honoree Name(s) to be inscribed:

NNVHS Historic Preservation Tax-Credits Seminar: Now Available on DVD
Mailing Address

Enclosedis checkpayable to NNVHS for $ for DVD(s) @$25.00 each

Clip and return by mail to NNVHS, P. O. Box 716, Montross, VA 22520
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