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President’s Letter Spring Luncheon Lecture  

Historian Ed Ayres on the 1781 Virginia 

Campaign & the Siege of Yorktown  

The NNVHS  Spring Luncheon was held at 
Stratford  Hall  plantation  on a lovely  May 11th. 
Convening in the Council  House, the 2ÖÊÐÌÛàɀÚ 
members heard from  our special guest speaker, 
Jamestown-Yorktown  Foundation  Historian  Ed 
Ayres. 

 àÙÌÚɀÚ topic was the Yorktown  Campaign of 1781, 
with  a  fascinating recounting  of the events which  
marked the final  months of the American 
Revolution  and led to 6ÈÚÏÐÕÎÛÖÕɀÚ triumph  over 
Cornwallis .  Ayres also gave the Society a special 
preview  of plans for  the new Museum of the 
American Revolution . (Those plans were 
subsequently approved  later that week by the 
Commonwealth  of Virginia .) 

During  the Business Meeting before lunch, Charles 
Sydnor spoke in support  of a proposed program  for  
recognition  of historic  preservation in the Northern  
Neck, modeled after the successful civic program  in 
Fredericksburg. 

The NNVHS  Board of Directors voted to 
pursue discussions.  I met with  the County  
Administrator,  three County  Supervisors, 
and the Citizens Advisory  Committee to 
assure them of our interest. 

This is not a new idea.  Several years ago my 
two  predecessors, Virginia  Brown  and Bob 
Fountain, and I met with  County  officials .  
But building  a new Courts Center failed  to 
materialize then. 

We therefore moved forward  with  the 
purchase of our current  home so that we 
could have our own headquarters and an 
accessible research library .  Renovations 
were done so that returning  it  to a 
marketable residential  home in the future  
would  be easy.  (Any  office use would  
require the same special-use permit  we 
have.) 

A move to the Old  Court  House would  be 
three years down  the road, and many details 
would  have to be resolved.  I simply  want  
you to know  this is a possibility . 

Please take a look  at our upcoming  events 
and mark them on your  calendar 
nowȱ..and then make every effort  to sign 
up and attend! 

                                   Steve Walker 

Our Society has been 
approached by officials of 
Westmoreland County  to 
discuss the future  
possibility  of moving  the 
2ÖÊÐÌÛàɀÚ Headquarters 
and Research Library  to 
the first  floor  of the Old  
Court  House.  

Preserving and 
disseminating the history 

and traditions of that 
region known as the 

Northern Neck of Virginia  

Photographs by Bill Elliott 

Board Member Susan 
Christopher  presented on 
modifications  to the 
Scholarship Program. Before 
the formal  meeting adjourned 
for  lunch, President Steve 
Walker posed an amusing quiz  
to the membership at large on 
Civil  War Trivia,  which  
delighted  the audience. As one 
member pointed  out, ɁÖÜÙ 
membership richly  deserves 
our label as a Historical  
Society.ɂ  
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NNVHS Members and historical interpreters Ted and Jami Borek 

Tea & Liberty Celebrated with Early Patriots Roane and Waring 

Each year, NNVHS  commemorates the 1766 signing of the 
Leedstown Resolutions, and the armed Tappahannock 
Demonstration  which  it  sparked. These dramatic  events 
spawned the "Sons of Liberty"  in Virginia  and several other 
colonies, and were early precursors to the Declaration of 
Independence a decade later. 

In 2011, the Society's annual celebration featured a special 
members-only  "Tea & Liberty"  event at historic  Mahockney 
Plantation, one of the houses featured on the 2011 Virginia  
Historic  Garden Week in April . Mahockney is a significant  18th 
century dwelling  (currently  owned by NNVHS  Executive 
Director  Kat Shepherd), as the one-time home of Col. William  
Roane and Col. Francis Waring , two  Essex County  signers of the 
Leedstown Resolutions.  

Richard Henry  Lee, author of the Leedstown Resolutions, was a 
frequent Mahockney visitor  and planned the Resolutions with  
Roane and Waring  and others, along with  the armed 
Tappahannock Demonstration  against the Stamp Act .  

Living  history  interpreters made this year's event lively  and 
memorable. NNVHS  Board member Bob Bailey and NNVHS  
member Ted Borek enlivened the event by portraying  signers 
William  Roane and Francis Waring , while  Society member Jami 
Borek portrayed  Molly  Roane Ritchie, sister of William  and wife  
of Archibald  Ritchie, famed Tappahannock merchant and Stamp 
Act  supporter .  

Remembering the 1766 Leedstown Resolutions & Tappahannock Demonstration 

Col. Francis Waring  represented Essex County  in Virginia's  
House of Burgesses, following  in the footsteps of his father 
Thomas Waring , who held the seat from  the 1730s.  

In the House of Burgesses, Francis Waring  served alongside 
his friend  Roane, to whom  he actually  sold the Mahockney 
plantation . Over two  decades, the pair  served in 
Williamsburg  with  many of the most famous names in 
Virginia's  colonial  and revolutionary  history : George 
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, George Wythe, Richard 
Henry  Lee, Francis Lightfoot  Lee, and Patrick Henry .  

According  to a memoir  by 1ÖÈÕÌɀÚ son Spencer Roane (born 
at Mahockney and later Chief Justice of the Virginia  Supreme 
Court),  Richard Henry  Lee was a frequent visitor  at the 
house, and together Waring , Roane and the Lees all  planned 
the 1766 events in opposition  to the hated Stamp Act .  

The 2011 event was a smashing success, as attendees enjoyed 
a variety  of teas and cakes while  listening  to the robust clash 
of ideas circa 1766 in the debate over rights  and 
independence.  

Please contact the Society if  you have ideas for  next àÌÈÙɀÚ 
event, as we are already looking  forward  to the 2012 
commemoration . 

NNVHS Board member Bob Bailey portraying patriot William Roane 



 

Stephen L. Thorne 
Jessie Ball duPont  Fund 
Commonwealth  of Virginia  
 
 

In Memory  of Willis  L. Betts 
Lelia Sanford Campbell  
Ernie & Mary  Keeling 
Edna Sanford Douglas 
Betty Rowe Horner  
Jane & Page Henley Jr 
Bill  & Helen King  
Clyde & Carolyn  Ratcliffe 
 
  

Virginia  Chinn  Stephenson 
Gordon A. Wilkins  
Judge Gordon Wilkins  
Captain John Tarpley 
Alvin  Moxley  
William  Middleton  
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“Living-History Interpreters” Will Join Independence Day Event 

Saturday, July 2nd    

8:30 a.m. Burnt House Field  

9:30 a.m. Yeocomico Church 
 

From 202 at Hague, turn on Coles Point Road.  

Go 1 mile to left on Mt. Pleasant Rd.  

Follow road 1 mile to Burnt House Field. 

We invite you to join  

18-year-old Richard Henry Lee  

and  

15-year-old Francis Lightfoot Lee  

future signers of the Declaration of Independence  

 

ÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ2ÖÊÐÌÛàɀÚɯÈÕÕÜÈÓɯÊÖÔÔÌÔÖÙÈÛÐÖÕ 

ÖÍɯ ÔÌÙÐÊÈɀÚɯIndependence  

 
NNVHS  Presidents 
 
Robert O. Norris  Jr 
Charles F. Unruh  
Blake T. Newton  
Daniel M. Chichester 
T. Benton Gayle 
Treadwell  Davison 
Ammon  G. Dunton  Jr. 
Walter  N. Chinn  Jr. 
James T. Robertson 
Nancy Norris  Foster 
Charles W. H. Warner 
Thomas E. Bass III  
George Mason III  
W. Thomas Rice 
Raymond T. Waller  
C. Jackson Simmons 
Benj. Ogle Tayloe Sr. 
Henry  Lane Hull  
W. Tayloe Murphy  Jr. 
Robert R. Fountain 
Virginia  Felts Brown  
Stevenson T. Walker 

Our  Legacy Bricks  have now  been delivered  and are displayed  at the 
NNVHS  headquarters, on the front  porch until  we build  the terrace.  Legacy Bricks 

Major  Donors  

Robert & Betsey Fountain 
Dominion  Foundation  
Virginia  Brown  
 
Key Donors  

In Memory  of Carol U. Walker 
Paul M. Ventura 
In Memory  of Leah Fleet Waller  
John Elliott  
Susan .ɀ'ÈÙÈ Christopher  
Mary  Cary Kendall  
Virginia  Harris  Clapp 
In Memory  of Harry  Kirk  Swann Sr. 
 
In  Memory  or Honor  Bricks  

Winstead Family  ɬ Purnell , 
    Millie,  Warren & Joy 
Elizabeth Combs Peirce 
Ralph Delano Packett 
Robert W. & Judith A. Crown  

                   

H. Ewing  Wall  Jr. Foundation  
Catherine Chilton  Trust 
Stevenson Walker 
 

 
Frances Chase Simmons 
Tidewater  Foundation  
Lori  Timon  & Paul Stilp 
Edward  J. White  
Kathryn  & Rob Wittman  
John & Nancy Feuerstein 
 
 
 
 

Sarah Foxwell  Marmaduke  
Maude Marmaduke  Jones 
Rev. St. John Shropshire 
Virginia  W. Sherman 
Myrtle  Clarke Marsh 
William  Harding  Blackwell  Jr. 

 Thank You! 
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MEMBERSHIP  RENEWAL  (If  you have already renewed, thank  you very  much!)  
 
Your  Name______________________Telephone____________E-Mail ___________________ 
Mailing  Address: _______________________________________________________________ 
      Single membership: $35 ______          Supporting  membership: $75 ______ 
         Joint membership: $45 ______                      Life  membership: $500 ______ 
Membership  renewal form  also available online, at www .nnvhs .org. 
 

Clip and return by mail to NNVHS, P. O. Box 716, Montross, VA 22520 
 

Be Part of the Story – Renew Your Membership! 

The Northern Neck of 
Virginia 

Historical Society 
P.O. Box 716 

Montross, Virginia 22520 
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Upcoming Events  

Independence  Day Celebration  
Saturday, July  2  ɬ 8:30 a.m. Burnt  House Field  ɬ 9:30 a.m. Yeocomico Church  
 
Commemoration  of  Robert  "ÈÙÛÌÙɀÚ Slave Manumission  
Saturday, August  27  ɬ  11:00 a.m. ɬ  Morattico  Baptist  Church  
 
Fall  Luncheon  Meeting  
Wednesday, October  12  ɬ  10:30 a.m. ɬ Indian  Creek Country  Club  


